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A court of claims has been established by the Hawaiian Government 
to adjust claims for losses caused by fire for sanitary reasons. No 
general crusade has yet been entered upon against the rats, but a small 
bounty has been offered (25 cents) and a professional rat catcher has 
been engaged by the board of health. Sugar cargoes are still shipped 
from here to United States ports with the usual precautions. 

Those who deal in bananas and hides are anxious to make shipments, 
but there seems to be objection to their reception in San Francisco. 
The hides would, of course, be disinfected before shipment and the 
bananas would only be taken from clean plantations. 

The United States transport Grant, from San Francisco to Manila, 
arrived here this morning and will take coal and water, the usual pre- 
cautions being observed. She has 172 officers and men in crew, 29 
cabin passengers and 146 steerage. 

We have all taken the Haffkine prophylactic in the consulate, and it 
is quite largely used by the Hawaiian board of health and by Dr. 
Stansfield and myself. 

I would suggest that a further supply be forwarded at as early a date 
as practicable, and that I be informed relative to the cost of it and the 
antipest serum. 

Eespectfully, D. A. Caemichael, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

HONDURAS. 

Report from Puerto Cortez — Fruit port. 

Puerto Cortez, Honduras, April IS, 1900. 
Sir : I beg to acknowledge receipt of letter (J. W. B) of March 29, 
1900, with inclosure, detailing me for duty in the United States consular 
office at Puerto Cortez, Honduras, also cablegram of April 9, to United 
States consul at this port in regard to yellow fever epidemic in San 
Salvador. 

In reference to cablegram, would say that the carrying of infection 
from San Salvador to the United States through this port would be 
almost impossible, there being no railroad connections between Cortex 
and San Salvador, and persons desiring to come overland would be 
compelled to use mule and pack, which would require from ten days ta 
two weeks, and be more expensive than going via Mexico. 

Eespectfully, Marcus Haase, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

INDIA. 

Plague in the presidency of Bombay from September, 1896, to January 19 T 
1900, $68,307 cases and 288,999 deaths. 

Bombay, India, January 31, 1900. 

Sir : In continuance of my health report of Bombay, dated October 11, 

1899, I give herein a few additional statements and tables, bringing it 

up to the present time. The following table gives the number of cases 

and deaths from plague in the city of Bombay from the beginning of the 
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epidemic to the present, as shown from daily returns made to the Gov- 
ernment : 



Period. 



Total from September, 1896, to May 28, 1897. 

Total from May 29, 1897, to May 27, 1898 

Total from May 28, 1898, to June 2, 1899 

Total 

Total from June 3, 1889, to January 5, 1900 .. 

During the week ended January 12, 1900 

During the week ended January 19, 1900 

During the week ended January 26, 1900.... 

Grand total 



Cases. 



55,672 



Deaths. 



12,425 
17,907 
19, 139 


10,564 
16,532 
15,700 


49, 471 

4,393 
494 

627 
687 


42,796 

3,316 
334 
453 

478 



47,377 



The next table gives a summary of plague cases and deaths that have 
occurred in the Bombay Presidency from the commencement of the 
epidemic down to the present time. The total number of cases reported 
in the presidency being 368,307 and the deaths 288,999. These figures 
are certified to by the chief secretary to government and may be relied 
upon as being correct. 

Summary of plague cases and deaths in the Bombay Presidency from September, 1896, to 

January 19, 1900. 



Period. 



Deaths. 



Total from September, 1x96, to May 28, 1897 

Total from May 29, 1897, to May 27, 1898 

Total from May 28, 1898, to June 2, 1899 

Total from June 3, 1899, to January 5, 1900... 
Total for the week ended January 12, 1900... 
Total for the week ended January 19, 1900.. 

Total 



35,434 
75,813 
147,747 
106, 831 
1,256 
1,226 



28,737 

61,220 

115,1>8S 

82,087 

928 

944 



368,307 



288,999 



The following table gives the deaths from plague in all India for the 
week ended January 20, 1900, in comparison with the week ended 
October 1, 1899, in my last report, as furnished by the imperial gov- 
ernment. 

In the presidency of Bombay the districts are enumerated. The 
balance of India is given by states and provinces. 

The table shows the fact that plague seems to reach the height of its 
mortality in the country in the hot month, in India, of October, and in 
the cool season in the larger cities, for instance, Bombay. 
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Summary of plague cases, etc. — Continued. 





Week 


ended. 


Places. 


Week ended. 




January 20. 


October 1. 


January 20. 


October 1. 


Bombay Presidency and 
Sind — 






Bombay Presidency and 
Sind — Continued. 




1 




9 


423 

8 

64 

9 

420 

19 

167 

82 

5 

15 

370 

63 

2 

19 

11 

1 






378 






13 
6 


778 




4 




12 






2 




46 

6 

27 

471 




20 


696 














46 














145 
13 

£7 

73 
176 

44 

1 

1)1 


68 


Cutoh State 


1 

62 




71 






61 




: Outside Bombay Presi- 
dency and Sind — 




















12 




10 
1 


195 






148 




7 
7 




35 












12 
64 




51 




800 










1 
1 






5 


803 



















The following is a statement of daily mortality in Bombay in Decem- 
ber, 1899, as compared with the same in December, 1898 and 1897 : 



Comparative mortality for December. 



Date. 


1899. 


1898. 


1897. I 


Date. 


1899. 


1898. 


1897. 




144 
136 
140 
157 
172 
174 
161 
148 
161 
180 
190 
186 
167 
179 
206 
197 
213 


89 
101 
102 
98 
99 
97 
90 
112 
96 
99 
83 
113 
95 
108 
111 
110 
134 


91 

115 ! 
106 
112 

93 
109 

80 

97 
100 
126 
106 
120 
121 ! 
115 1 

99 i 
123 1 
134 | 




194 
221 
246 
234 
207 
237 
247 
242 
245 
239 
243 
237 
224 
229 


104 

131 

100 

101 

115 

90 

95 

124 

118 

99 

128 

125 

123 

121 


112 












127 






126 






143 






137 
129 










136 






131 






132 






167 






146 






147 






142 




Total 






6,156 


3,311 


3,736 











The following table gives the number of daily cases and deaths of 
plague during the week ended January 29, 1900, in the city of Bombay : 



Date. 



Attacks. Deaths. 



Tuesday 23 

Wednesday 24 . 

Thursday 25 

Friday 26 

Saturday 27 

Sunday 28 

Monday 29 



Total . 



17 


72 


til 


56 


84 


53 


95 


66 


88 


62 


73 


57 


59 


60 
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The plague epidemic is increasing steadily in Bombay Gity and has 
been since the hot weather in October. The following figures indicate 
the rate of progress during the present epidemic : 



Period, week ended — Deaths. 

November 7, 1899 71 

November 14, 1899 86 

November 21, 1899 110 

November 28, 1899 137 

December 5, 1899 135 

December 12, 1899 170 



Period, week ended — Deaths. 

December 19, 1899. 248 

December 26, 1899 301 

January 2, 1900 244 

January 9, 1900 324 

January 16, 1900 428 

January 23, 1900 478 



The following table gives the races and casts in Bombay, the number 
according to the census of 1891, the number of deaths of each cast or 
race during the week ended January 23, 1900, and the annual rate of 
mortality for each race per 1,000 of population, exclusive of stillborn : 



Races and casts. 



Number. 



Deaths. 



Per cent. 



Jains 

Brahmins ■ 

Lingaits 

Bhatias 

Hindus of other casts 

Hindus, low cast 

Musalmans 

Parsis 

Jews 

Native Christians 

Eurasians 

Europeans 

Negro- Africans 

Buddhists 

Other and unknown casts.. 



25, 
37, 

7, 

451, 

45, 

155, 

47, 
5. 

29, 
4, 

11, 



Total.. 



821,764 



71 

102 

3 

13 

,389 

3M 

373 

31 

6 

58 

8 

6 

2 



3 



2,394 



146.36 

139.64 

198.97 

79.07 

157. 22 

361. 48 

120.36 

33.96 

51.78 

98.00 

96.07 

27.63 

712. 32 



147.75 



During same week the following number of deaths were attributed 
to the principal causes, to wit, showing that 8 epidemic diseases prevail 
simultaneously : 



Smallpox 186 

Measles 97 

Remittent fever 213 

Cholera 5 

Plague 478 

Leprosy 6 

Tuberculosis 194 

Respiratory system '342 

Nervous system 110 



Diarrhea 157 

Dysentery 83 

Stillborn 59 

Debility 143 

All other causes 321 



Total 2, 394 



Births reported 226 



The number of deaths from all causes registered in the city of Bombay 
during the week ended January 23, 1900, was 2,394, being 186 more than 
in the preceding week, 946 more than in the week ended January 24, 
1899, and 1,207 more than in the corresponding period in the preceding 
five years, while the annual rate of mortality per 1,000 of the popula- 
tion was 147.75. exclusive of stillborn. 

The returns just received for the week ended January 30, 1900, give 
the total mortality of the city during the week at 2,440, bringing the 
annual rate of mortality per 1,000 population up to 150.91. 

Smallpox has become epidemic. During the same week 229 deaths 
have occurred from this disease. 

Bubonic plague appeared here in September, 1896 ; since then up to 
January 19, 1900, there have been reported 368,307 cases and 288,999 
deaths in the Bombay Presidency, and 55,672 cases and 47,377 deaths 
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from plague in the city of Bombay. The normal average weekly death 
rate before the plague epidemic was about 570, with an annual death 
rate per 1,000 <in the year 1895), of the population of 30.5. During 
the week ended January 23, 1900, there were 2,394 deaths in the city, 
equaling an annual death rate of 147.75 per 1,000 of the inhabitants, 
with at least 8 diseases now prevailing in the city in epidemic form. 

It is quite evident from these figures, that along with plague and the 
mortality from ordinary general diseases, there will this year be a 
heavy mortality, greater than in previous years, from a class of general 
but very unusual diseases which are occurring in exceptional propor- 
tions. This unexpected influx of disease is not easily explained. What 
it may mean must at present be left to conjecture. It is curious, to say 
the least, that while a plague epidemic is prevailing in apparently the 
usual way, a treble mortality from general diseases, much greater than 
the prevailing plague mortality, should be spreading nearly all over the 
city. 

During the past three years of daily plague, famine has twice visited 
India. The present one, especially in Western India, is unparalleled 
in severity and distress, and now, with au appalliugly high death rate 
from 8 diseases prevailing in epidemic form in the city, Bombay pre- 
sents a picture uniquely sad. 

William T. Fee, 
United States Consul. 

Plague in the city of Bombay. 

In continuance of my health report, January 31, 1900, I submit the 
following details, bringing the report up to the present time : 

In the city .of Bombay for the first time in the last nineteen weeks 
the total mortality for the week ended March 6, 1900, has shown a ten- 
dency to decline. This week there is a diminution in mortality of 196 as 
compared with the previous week. The following table gives the plague 
mortality and the total mortality during the past nineteen weeks : 



Week ended — 



November 7 . 
November 14 
November 21 
November 28 
December 5... 
December 12. 
December 19. 
December 26. 
January 2 



Plague. 



71 
88 
110 
137 
135 
170 
248 
301 
214 



Total 
mortal- 
ity. 



768 

852 

897 

959 

1,049 

1,200 

1,377 

1,638 

1,642 



Week ended- 



Jannary 9 

January 16.... 
January 23.... 
January 30.... 
February 6... 
February 13.. 
February 20 . 
February 27.. 
March 6 ,. 



Plague. 



321 
428 
474 
391 
753 
570 
641 
768 
700 



Total 
mortal- 
ity. 



1,870 
2,208 
2,394 
2,440 
2,461 
2,637 
2,701 
2,831 
2,635 



The following shows the incidence of mortality during the week 
ended March 6, in various diseases : 



Measles 81 

Smallpox 269 

Cholera 9 

Relapsing fever 18 

Dysentery 96 



Diarrhea 158 

Fevers 256 

Phthisis 173 

Respiratory diseases 384 

Plague 700 



